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ARTICLE I  
INTRODUCTION  

 
Park Square is a community of compatible neighbors living jn an attractive low 
maintenance environment. The desirability of our neighborhood has increased with 
maturity and home values have risen at a rate exceeding the local average.  
 
One factor enabling these results has been homeowners’ willing adherence to cluster 
home architectural and landscaping guidelines. A second enabling factor has been 
superior property maintenance services demanded by our Board of Directors. A third 
factor has been the ~~ consideration and respect homeowners show toward fellow 
residents — an essential requirement for successful compact living. 
  
The importance of these factors was recognized from Park Square’s very inception. The 
original Declaration and the By-Laws spell out architectural, governmental, and citizenship 
guidelines intended to maintain the aesthetic quality of the community and protect the 
rights of enjoyment for its residents. Each homeowner, in reviewing the Offering Plan 
before the purchase of his or her dwelling, was made aware of these rules and 
understood that he or she was expected to willingly comply with them. 
  
The purpose of this document is to present, in one place, clarified and modified where 
necessary, the full set of rules and regulations that all have agreed to live by. In addition to 
restating and integrating the rules and regulations, the document defines two processes: 
1) the process for gaining approval for architectural changes and 2) the process for 
managing rule compliance. 
  
The rules and regulations are organized into two categories: Architectural and Property 
Rules and Regulations (Section fll) and Rules Promoting Good Citizenship (Section V). A 
few non-mandatory behavioral “suggestions” are interspersed among the rules. They are 
always so indicated.  
 

ARTICLE ll  
DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

 
Section 1. Park Square Association Board of Directors. Hereafter referred to as “the 
Board”. The Board is the governing body of the Association. The Board and its duties are 
defined in Articles, IV through Xlii of the By-Laws.  
 
Section 2. The Architectural and Property Review Committee. Hereafter referred to as 
“the APRC”. This Standing Committee is charged with the review of proposed changes to 
dwellings, appurtenances, and lots. It is also responsible for maintaining an up-to-date list 
of approved materials, colors and suggested vendors for the exterior maintenance of Park 
Square dwellings. The APRC and its duties are defined in Article 1X of the By-Laws,  
 
Section 3. The Grounds Committee. This Standing Committee is charged with ensuring 
that the grounds of individual lots and common easement areas of Park Square are 
properly maintained. The Grounds Committee and its duties are defined in Article IX of the 
By-Laws.  
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Section 4. Social/Resource Committee. Hereafter referred to as “the SIRC”. This 
Standing Committee is charged, along with its primary social duties, with regularly 
publishing the list of approved materials, colors, and suggested vendors for exterior 
maintenance of Park Square dwellings. The S/RC and its full duties are defined in Article 
1X of the By-Laws.  
 

ARTICLE III 
ARCHITECTURAL AND PROPERTY RULES AND REGULATIONS ? 

 
Section 1. Dwelling Exterior Materials, Finishes, and Condition 
  
Note: All materials and colors referenced in Section 1 (along with alternative sources and 
vendors), are specified by the APRC and will be contained in a regularly published 
document. 
  
a) Exterior Siding. Siding must be refinished with opaque stain that matches the original 

color. Replacement must be with cedar siding material, as identical to the original as 
possible and finished in the original color. 

b) Exterior Trim. Two colors of trim paint may be used. The first color closely resembles 
the opaque siding stain. It must be used for all painted areas, except for the front door. 
A second, darker, color is allowed for the front door, or the front door may be painted 
the same color as the lighter trim at the owner's discretion. The garage door must 
always be painted the lighter trim color. 

c) Roofs. When roofs are replaced, two types of asphalt shingles are allowed, as 
specified by the S/RC. The color must be black.  

d) Windows. Replacement windows must be of the same type and color (and 
make/model, if possible) as the original windows. New window styles and 
configurations are allowed only if approved by the Board of Directors after advisement 
from the Architecture and Property Review Committee (APRC).  

e) Exterior Doors. Hinged replacement doors must be of the same insulated fireproof 
steel construction as the original doors. As nearly as possible, all doors should be of 
the same make and model as the originals. Front doors must of the same simulated 
six-panel style. Sliding doors must be of the same design as that being replaced 
unless specifically approved by the Board. All replacements must be of the original 
color, except for front doors, which may be of one of the two official trim colors.  

f) Gutters and Down-spouts. All replacements must be of the same type and with the 
same pre-finished colors as the originals.  

g) Decks. Horizontal deck surfaces are to be finished with transparent oil-based deck 
stain that matches the original gray color — and matches the siding stain. Deck 
railings may be finished with the same stain or with the siding stain (above). Any 
changes to deck or railing configuration or materials must receive prior approval from 
the Board after advisement from the APRC.  

h) General Condition. The dwelling must pass the “looks good” test — no chipped paint; 
minimal weather-beaten color variations inthe stain; all windows, gutters, and down-
spouts intact; few curled roof shingles. This evaluation is subjective, but homeowners 
generally know when too much “tiredness” sets in.  

i) Damage Replacement. The Association’s comprehensive insurance policy provides 
for the repair or replacement of each dwellings exterior in the event of fire or other 
major damage. The homeowner must commence repairs within sixty (60) days of such 
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damage or the Board may engage a contractor to restore the structure. Replacement 
or repair costs will be paid from insurance proceeds. 
  

Section 2. Owner-Maintained Yard Areas  
 
a) Definition. This category includes all walkways, patios and planting beds that 

immediately border the foundations of the dwelling, along with all flowers, shrubs, and 
trees that have their roots within these. areas. The category also includes all free-
standing flower beds, rock gardens, and other decorative areas that a homeowner has 
(with permission) added to his or her yard.  
 

b) Responsibility. The maintenance of these areas (except for sidewalk snow removal) 
is the sole responsibility of the homeowner.  

c) Approved Materials. Planting areas may be muiched with small pebbles or with 
organic mulch. Plantings are discretionary. It is hoped that homeowners will consider 
how their plantings fit with the general scale of homes and neighborhood. : 
Configurational Change. Major changes in the configuration of an existing walkway, 
patio, or planting bed; the addition of a tree which will grow to a height of over ten feet: 
or the installation of a new sidewalk, patio, or planting area must be approved by the 
Board under the advisement of the APRC.  

d) General Condition. All planting areas are to be well maintained. This means well 
filled-in areas relatively free of weeds, no large dead plantings or piles of debris, 
reasonably well “edged” beds. Shrubs are to be trimmed regularly and trees are to be 
trimmed when needed. The APRC periodically monitors the condition of contiguous 
planting areas.  
 

Section 3. Association-Maintained Trees and Shrubs.  
 
a) Definition. This category comprises all free-standing trees and shrubs that are not in 

planting areas contiguous with dwellings or that are not part of planting areas added 
by individual homeowners. Such trees and shrubs may be in'common areas, such as 
berms or street islands, or may be on individual owners’ lots.  

b) Responsibility. Free-standing trees and shrubs are maintained by the Association as 
part of the on-going property maintenance program. Such plantings will be mulched 
annually and trimmed as deemed necessary. Plantings will be fertilized or treated for 
pests only when sickliness or infestation are apparent, but a homeowner may regularly 
fertilize trees and shrubs on his or her lot, if desired.  

c) Replacement. The Association will replace free-standing trees that die. A mature tree 
will be replaced with a young tree. The APRC will recommend such replacements 
when it judges that a tree is either dead or so degenerated that it represents a hazard 
or an eyesore. If the tree is situated on an individual lot, the homeowner may request a 
specific. species as a replacement and may request a larger tree if willing to pay for 
the greater size. Such requests must be approved by the Board under the advisement 
of the APRC.  

d) Addition. Homeowners may plant free-standing trees or shrubs only after receiving 
specific prior permission from the APRC and Board. Requests for such plantings must 
be made in writing to the APRC. A specific kind of tree or shrub may be requested, but, 
as in Section 3 c) above, Board approval is necessary. The homeowner must pay the 
cost of the tree and its planting. Prior conversation with immediate neighbors in order 



PARK SQUARE RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 

Page 4 of 9 

to receive support is highly recommended.  
 

Section 4. Appurtenances to Dwellings and Lots  
 
a) Definition. Appurtenances are defined as 1) all external items attached to individual 

dwellings by the homeowner subsequent to the initially-built home configuration or 2) 
items permanently or frequently placed upon the lawn areas by the homeowner.  

b) Appurtenances Not Permitted. The following are not permitted: window air 
conditioners; clothes lines or clothes poles; sheds or out-buildings of any sort; radio or 
television towers or antennae (see exception below); free-standing flag poles, picnic 
tables; and piles of debris,  garbage, or rubbish.  

c) Appurtenances Permitted with Qualifications. Awnings for decks, storm/screen 
doors for front entry, and indoor/outdoor carpeting for the front entry porch are 
permitted so long as their make, style, and color are approved by the APRC. One 
small flag pole and one satellite dish of less than 24 inches in diameter may be 
permanently attached to the exterior of the dwelling. (These items may not be placed 
on the lots or other grounds.) Hanging flower baskets on the entry porch are permitted. 
Piles of construction materials are permitted for a few days while work is being done.  

d) Appurtenances that Require Prior Approval. Approval from the APRC/Board must 
be received before installation of outdoor lighting fixtures, bird baths, lawn omaments, 
or children’s swing sets.  

e) Rules Regarding Signs. Signs on streets, lots, or dwellings are permitted in only 
three situations: 1) A single free-standing real estate sign on the lot is permitted during 
the period when a home is for sale. 2) Three signs are permitted during pre-advertised 
real estate “open houses” — one at Park Square entrance, one at the comer of the 
appropriate street, and one on the lawn of the “for sale” home. 3) Three signs in the 
same configuration are allowed for a maximum of 48 hours for a one-time “moving 
sale”.  

f) Suggestion: Desirability of Prior Approvals. In a case where rule interpretation may be 
in question, the homeowner is urged to contact the APRC for prior consultation and 
advice in order to avoid future negative consequences. ? 

 
 

ARTICLE IV  
ARCHITECTURAL AND PROPERTY CHANGE PROCESS ? 

 
Section 1. Purpose. This process provides a uniform and efficient path for a homeowner 
to request changes to his or her home's exterior or to the surface of his or her lot.  
 
Section 2 Scope. This process governs the changes described in Article lll hereof, 
Sections 1 d): windows; 1g): deck railings; 2d): walkways, patios, and planting areas; 3c) 
and 3d): trees and shrubs; 4c) and 4d): appurtenances.  
 
Section 3. Request for Architectural or Property Change. This request is to be made 
in writing by the homeowner on the form entitled “Request for Architectural or Property 
Change”. This form is available from the Property Manager's office. When completed, the 
request is to be returned or mailed to the Property Manager at the Property Manager's 
office. It should contain a description of the work to be done; a dimensioned scale drawing 
or sketch showing the completed project and its relationship to current structural 
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elements; a list of construction materials; material and color samples, if relevant; and the 
estimated time of completion. It may be useful to include the results of prior discussions, if 
any, with immediate neighbors. The Property Manager will immediately transmit the 
Request to the APRC.  
Section 4. APRC Investigation and Recommendations. The APRC may gather further 
clarifying information from the homeowner and will then consider the project on the merits 
of its utility, appearance, effect on property maintenance, and impact on neighbors (who 
may be consulted by the APRC). APRC recommendations will be made to the Board. The 
recommendations may be: 1) accept as presented; 2) accept with specific required 
alterations; or 3) reject.  
 
Section 5. Board Decision. The Board as a whole will decide which of the above three 
decisions will be made and will inform the homeowner in writing of that decision. The 
entire process described in Sections 3, 4, and 5 should take no more than six weeks 
unless an unusually large number of clarifying discussions are required. Every 
homeowner should understand that if modification or upgrade projects are undertaken 
prior to or during the APRC/Board approval process, and if the Board subsequently rejects 
the project, he or she risks having to remove and replace, at his or her expense, all 
completed work and work in process.  
 
Section 6. Right of Appeal. If the homeowner is dissatisfied with the Board's decision, he 
or she has the right of appeal to the Board. The homeowner may elect to attend a future 
Board meeting and present any arguments he or she feels may change the Board's 
decision or propose a revised plan that addresses prior objections. The Board must 
respond in writing to this appeal within two weeks. Its decision on the appeal is final and 
binding.  
 
Section 7. Board Inaction. If the homeowner has not received a written response from 
the Board within ninety (90) days after submitting a clarified and understood Request for 
Architectural/ Property Change, it shall be deemed that approval has been granted. The 
homeowner may then proceed with the project. 
 
 

ARTICLE V  
RULES PROMOTING GOOD CITIZENSHIP  

 
Section 1. Streets and Driveways  
 
a) Maintenance Responsibility. All of these areas are maintained by the Association. 

Homeowners are advised not to resurface or reseal driveways themselves. Should 
problems arise regarding maintenance or snow removal, homeowners are urged to 
contact the Property Manager's office directly and are also encouraged to inform the 
Grounds Committee if problems are not remedied quickly. 

b) Suggestion: Homeowner's Responsibility. Driveways should be kept free of vehicles 
and obstacles as much as possible at all times, particularly during times of heavy snow 
removal. Street and driveway lanes blocked by parked vehicles will not be plowed. 
Vehicles that are leaking oil or other fluids should not to be parked in driveways at any 
time.  

c) Suggestion: Open Garage Doors/Cars Casually Left in Driveways. Open garage 
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doors and cars randomly strewn about are one of the greatest detractors from the 
quality appearance of a neighborhood. Such items not only diminish residents’ 
enjoyment, but also give visitors an unfavorable impression of Park Square and 
ultimately reduce the resale value of Park Square homes. Homeowners are asked to 
take just a moment to park cars in the garage and close the garage door when not 
using it for entry or exit or when the garage area is not in active use.  
 

Section 2. Parking  
 
a) Vehicles Other than Cars, Mini-Vans, and SUVs. All boats, boats on trailers, RVs, 

motorcycles, snow mobiles, and trucks or other vehicles with commercial plates must 
be parked in garages at all times and are not to be left in driveways or parking areas 
except for brief periods while loading or readying them for departure. Delivery vehicles 
and service vans or trucks may be parked in driveways or parking areas during 
deliveries or service calls. 

b) Parking in Yards. Parking any vehicle in yards is not permitted.  
c) Suggestion: Street Parking. Street parking under normal circumstances js 

discouraged. Vehicles should be parked in driveways or designated parking areas any 
time such space is available.  

d) Suggestion: Large Social Gatherings. Street parking cannot be avoided during large 
social gatherings. Consideration should be given to neighbors’ ingress and egress 
and, rather than overloading Park Square cluster home streets, parking along Park 
Square Lane should be considered. [tis further considerate of neighbors to alert them 
in advance regarding large social gatherings. 

e) Guest parking. Short term parking of guests in driveways is acceptable. Overnight 
parking of guests should be in one of the several parking areas — or the owner may 
park in the parking area and allow the guest to use his or her garage space. 

f) Parking Areas. These areas are for the use of short-term guests and people who are 
performing work on the exterior or interior of the homes. They are not for the use of 
residents except in infrequent situations (see above). A homeowner who has more 
vehicles than he or she has dwelling garage space is not allowed to use the parking 
areas to park the additional vehicle for more than a few hours per week.  

g) Students (or Others) in Temporary Residence. College students residing with 
parents for a brief period (four months or less) may use parking areas if space is 
available. The homeowner should inform the Board of this temporary situation and, out 
of courtesy, explain to neighbors that a vehicle will be occupying a parking area space 
for a period of time. This temporary use does not constitute a permanent right to use 
the space. Should such temporary residents become permanent residents, other 
parking accommodations must be found for one or more cars if the sum of the home 
residents’ vehicles exceeds the home's available garage space. 

h) Suggestion: Recurring Parking Violations. The Association cannot monitor all 
situations. Homeowners who are annoyed or inconvenienced by consistent violations 
of these rules are encouraged to report such violations to the Board, with reasonable 
expectation that action will be taken. This approach is preferred to personal 
confrontations between neighbors.  

 
Section 3. Businesses Conducted from Homes  
 
a) Types of Businesses. Businesses that do not impose upon neighbors are permitted. 
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For example, lawyers, real estate agents, financial planners, insurance brokers, 
consultants, work-at-home employees, present no problem so long as few clients or 
customers visit their premises. Businesses such as retail establishments, medical 
practices, or photographic studios are prohibited because client or customer traffic is 
excessive and, furthermore, are not permitted by the Town. 

b) Yard/Garage/Moving Sales. A homeowner may have one “moving sale”, lasting no 
more than 48 hours, at the time he or she vacates the neighborhood. Signage rules for 
such sales are specified in Article lll, Section 4e).  

Signs or Other Advertising. No business signage or advertising are permitted.  
 
Section 4. Pets  
 
a) Type and Number. Each household is permitted to have two dogs, or two cats, or one 

of each. Other pets are permitted if they do not leave the dwelling.  
b) Control of Pets. Municipal leash laws regarding dogs must be obeyed. “Electric 

Fences” may be installed to confine dogs to an owner's lot, but, if and when a dog is 
walked, it must be leashed.  

c) Pet Housekeeping. Pet owners must clean up and dispose of animal droppings 
deposited on common areas or on neighbors’ lots.  

d) Commercial Breeding. Commercial breeding of pets is not permitted.  
 
Section 5. Renters (revised 6/2026) 
 
a) All units shall be used for single family residence purposes only. 
b) All units shall be owner occupied; no unit may be leased or rented. 
 
Section 6. Party Walls 
 
The Park Square Declaration of Covenants, Easements; and Restrictions contains a 
comprehensive explanation of the regulations governing the maintenance, repair; and 
replacement of common walls The homeowner is referred to Article VI of the Declaration 
 
Section 7. General Behavior  
 
a) Noises and Odors. No objectionable noises or odors should emanate from any 

dwelling.  
b) Common Areas. These areas, the berms, the streets and the islands within the 

streets, the entry area, and the park at the top of the hill, are meant for the enjoyment 
of all. No owner may deny use of these areas to any other. No owner is allowed to 
personally alter these areas or to deposit rubbish or place other possessions in these 
areas. 

c) Suggestion: Driving Speed. The twisting curves of Park Square Lane and the 
constricted configurations of the cluster home streets limit driver visibility so as to 
make the posted legal speed of 35 miles per hour unsafe for both vehicles and 
pedestrians. Residents are strongly urged to reduce speed below the legal limit on all 
Park Square streets and be ever mindful of other vehicles and pedestrians.  

 
 

ARTICLE VI  



PARK SQUARE RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 

Page 8 of 9 

PROCESS FOR MANAGING RULE COMPLIANCE 
 
Section 1. Scope. This process covers all rules and regulations enumerated in Articles Ili 
and V above.  
 
Section 2. Powers of the Board. The Board of Directors of the Park Square 
Homeowners ; Association has the power to levy reasonable fines and/or take legal action 
against-any member of the Association who is in violation of these Rules and Regulations; 
the Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions; or the By-Laws.  
 
Section 3. Process Initiation. When an alleged violation of any of the above rules and 
regulations has been brought to the attention of the Board, the Board will direct the 
Property Manager to provide the violating member with a written notice of the alleged 
violation and request that the alleged violation or infraction be corrected by a specific 
date. The Property Manager will also inform the member of his or her right to appear at a 
specific future Board meeting to explain or defend the alleged offending behavior, should 
he or she desire to do so.  
 
Section 4. Possible Member Responses and Resulting Board Actions. The rule 
enforcement process may then proceed as follows: :  
a)  Member Agrees with Board's Allegations. The member may assure the Board by 

mail or at a meeting of the Board that the violation will be corrected and will not 
happen again. The Board will give the member a reasonable time to cure the violation 
or offending behavior by a specific date. If the member fails to so cure, the Fining 
Process (see below) will be initiated. 

b) Member Disagrees with Board's Allegations. The member may request and shall 
receive a hearing before the Board. The member has the right to be represented by 
legal counsel at the hearing and may produce appropriate statements, witnesses, or 
evidence on his or her behalf. The Board has a maximum of two (2) weeks after the 
hearing to render a verdict.  

1) If the Board rules in favor of the violating member, the member is exonerated 
and is free from all consequences regarding this matter.  

2) If the Board does not rule in favor of the violating member, the Board shall 
immediately notify the member in writing and may elect to initiate the Fining 
Process within two (2) weeks of the notification to the violating member. The 
minutes of the hearing shall constitute a written statement of the results of the 
hearing and the fine, if any, that is imposed. Once started, fining continues until 
the situation is remedied. If the offending member agrees to remedy the 
situation, but the remedial process requires considerable time to implement, the 
Board may elect to wait a period of time before starting the Fining Process so 
as to give the member time to initiate a good faith cure.  

a) Member Disregards Board's Notification. if the member chooses to completely 
disregard the written notice of the alleged violation, the Board may start the Fining 
Process immediately after the Board meeting at which the offending member was to 
appear, but did not.  

Section 5. Fining Process. The Board is empowered by the Declaration to levy 
reasonable fines against the member until such time as the violation is corrected or until 
the Board is convinced that the correction process has progressed to a satisfactory point. 
This fine constitutes a personal obligation of the member and constitutes a lien upon the 
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member's property. The fines are designed to match the nature of the offense.  
a) Non-payment of Homeowners’ Association Monthly Dues. A homeowner is 

considered in arrears if a full payment is not received by the Property Manager within 
thirty (30) days of the due date. The homeowner will be immediately so notified in 
writing and a fine of $20.00 will be imposed two (2) weeks after the notification. 
Additional $20.00 fines will be imposed each month the dues remain unpaid. 

b) Dwelling/Property Violations. Such fines apply to violations of the rules and 
regulations set forth in Article lil of this document. If no remedial action is taken within 
one week of the deadline stated in the Board's letter (Section 4 b) above), a $50.00 
fine is imposed. Two weeks later a $100.00 fine is imposed. Bi-weekly $100.00 fines 
will continue until a) the homeowner demonstrates that the remedy is in process or b) 
the Board decides to proceed to the legal actions defined in Sections 6 and 7 below.  

c) Citizenship Violations. These fines apply to violations of the rules and regulations set 
forth in Article V of this document. If no remedial action is promised (and subsequently 
demonstrated) within one week of the Board's letter (Section 4 b) above), a daily fine 
of $25.00 will be imposed until a) the offending behavior has been stopped or b) the 
Board decides to proceed to the actions in Sections 6 and 7 below.  

 
Section 6. Lien Against Unit. Any fine shall constitute a personal obligation of the 
Member, as well as a lien upon the unit, which lien may be foreclosed in the same manner 
as a lien for unpaid community association common area charges pursuant to New York 
State Law.  
 
Section 7. Fines Not Paid and/or Behavior Not Modified: Option 1. The Board may 
take legal action against the offending member. If so upheld by the court, the defendant 
must pay fines and interest in arrears. Payments will continue until the remedial process 
has, at the judgment of the Board, satisfactorily progressed.  
 
Section 8. Fines Not Paid and/or Behavior Not Modified: Option 2. If Option 1 
produces: unsatisfactory results, or if the Board opts to proceed more vigorously, the 
Board is empowered to foreclose on the lien cited above.  
Section 9. Fees and Costs. The member shall be liable for all attorney’s fees and costs  
incurred by the Association incident to the levy or collection of the fine, including appellate 
proceedings,  
 
Section 10. Crediting Payments. The Association shall apply all partial payments by the 
Member to the Member's outstanding balance in the following order:  
a) Attorney’s fees and costs;  
b) Late fees and interest;  
c) Fines;  
d) Special assessments; and  
e) Regular assessments, with payment being applied to the oldest balance first.  
No partial payments will waive the Association's right to pursue full payment and/or 
enforce its By-Laws, Declaration, and Rules and Regulations. 


